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Monday, 06 March 2023 
 
 
<The Candidate>  
<Address> 
<Address>  
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
Display and placement of election signage in the Sutherland Shire 
 
The purpose of this letter is to outline requirements for the display of election signage, having 

regard to the upcoming State election. 

 

The State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 

(the SEPP) allows for signage to be displayed without the need for development consent under 

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, if the signage complies with the 

requirements under the SEPP, including: 

 

1. Obtaining written consent of the owner(s) of land on which the sign is located or projects 

over,  

2. If it is to be located on or project over a public road (including footpath), then the signage 

must have consent under section 138 of the Roads Act 1993. This letter includes a 

consent from Sutherland Shire Council but only in relation to certain roads owned by 

Council, 

3. The signage must not be installed on or in relation to a building being used as restricted 
premises,  

4. The signage must not cover any mechanical ventilation inlets or outlets located on any 
building on which it is located, 

5. The signage must not obstruct or interfere with any traffic sign,  
6.    The signage must not be more than 0.8m2 in area,  

7. If on the site of a heritage item or draft heritage item then the signage must not be 

attached to a building,  

8. The signage must be displayed by or on behalf of a candidate in the relevant election or 

the party (if any) of any such candidate,  

9. The signage must be displayed in accordance with any relevant requirements of the Act 

under which the election is held, and 

10.    The signage must be displayed only during the following periods: 

• 5 weeks immediately preceding the day on which the election is held, 

• the day on which the election is held, 

• 1 week immediately following the day on which the election is held. 

 

In relation to point number 2, consent is granted under section 138 of the Roads Act 1993 for the 

placement of election signage on footpath areas (being part of the road reserve) owned and 

controlled by Sutherland Shire Council only.   

 

This consent does not extend to “classified roads” under the Roads Act 1993, whether or not 

those roads are also owned by Council.  A list of classified roads can be found on the Transport 

for NSW site “https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-

suppliers/lgr/arrangements-councils/road-classification.html”, within the “Schedule of classified 

roads and State and Regional Roads”.   

https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/lgr/arrangements-councils/road-classification.html
https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/lgr/arrangements-councils/road-classification.html
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There are other general requirements in the SEPP which must also be observed, including that 

any signage must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications (if 

applicable) and must not involve the removal or pruning of a tree or other vegetation that 

requires a permit or development consent for removal or pruning.  

 

I encourage you to review the SEPP yourself in this regard, particularly clauses 2.83, 2.106 and 

2.107.  The SEPP can be viewed at: https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-

2008-0572 

 

You and any persons acting on your behalf must comply with the following conditions which form 

part of the consent issued under section 138 of the Roads Act 1993, as above:  

 

1. Election signage must not interfere with public safety and convenience or create unsightly 

conditions.   

2. Election signage must not be placed on median strips, fences on median strips, on 

roundabouts, on any traffic signage or regulation pole or power poles or street sign poles.   

3. Election signage must not obscure, obstruct or interfere with any traffic signage or lines 

of sight, or protrude into footpaths or roadways or interfere with the passage of vehicles 

and pedestrians.   

4. Election signage must at all times comply with the above requirements of the State 

Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008. 

5. You must comply with any other relevant legislation (for example the Commonwealth 

Electoral Act 1918) and any requirements or directives under that legislation. 

 

 

Under the SEPP, election candidates can apply to Council for landowner’s consent to display 

election signage on council property other than a roadway (for example a park or public hall).   

 

Council may carry out enforcement action (in accordance with legislation and relevant policy) in 

relation to election signage which does not comply with the above requirements.  Such action 

may include removing signage under the Public Spaces (Unattended Property) Act 2021 or other 

relevant legislation.   

 

If you have any queries, please contact Scott Pracy, Council’s Manager Public Safety and 

Lifeguards at spracy@ssc.nsw.gov.au . 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Manjeet Grewal 
Chief Executive Officer 
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