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Bushcare Calendar
Date Event
JANUARY
12, 20 Nursery Propagation
12 Maianbar Bird Walk
14 Scamper Through the Jungle
20 Maianbar Bird Walk
FEBRUARY
9, 17 
& 23

Nursery Propagation

20 Native Bee Workshop
26 Hooked on Nature
MARCH
9, 17 
& 23 Nursery Propagation

23 Spotlighting
30 Bushwhackers
13 Nursery Open Day

To comply with the recent risk assessment for the reopening of the nursery, we stopped 
accepting cash payments to reduce the levels of risk associated with cash handling and 
improving hygiene. 

This is a prelude to the fact that from January 1st all Council facilities will be cashless. Very few 
people still pay with cash or cheques and we have yet to have anyone walk away without their 
purchases.  While cash is still legal tender, organisations are able to set the terms of payment 
for services provided. So the nursery along with other facilities such as the leisure centres and 
Hazelhurst will all be cashless as of next year.

Bushcare Update
By Jason Salmon
Well let's all hope that 2022 is somewhat, or rather greatly, 
different to 2021 which saw half the year of Bushcare 
volunteering lost due to COVID lockdowns. As we all know, 
nature is ignorant to pandemics and tends goes to on its 
way ever changing. Some sites have certainly benefited 
from the long break of monthly trampling others, where 
annual weeds have started to get a little ugly exacerbated 
by the consistent La Nina rains. 

Overall, the bushland across the Shire is looking lush and 
vibrant, a vast contrast to the extreme drought of 2019. 
Waratahs were at their most spectacular through October 
with many volunteers and other residents taking the time off 
“normal life” to explore our wonderful natural areas 

As we put closure to a year many people would like to 
forget, let's start by celebrating the highlights: 

In the 12 months to July 1 2021 we had 133 new volunteers 
register and a whopping 9649 volunteer hours of Bushcare 
undertaken by the brilliant mob of volunteers we have. Well 
done!

There have also been a couple of staff changes in recent 
months. As previously reported, Kevin Seymour is now 
officially the Coordinator Bushland after many months 
(nigh on 2.5 years...) acting in the role. Kevin’s well-earned 
promotion sees me stepping into the Team Leader Bushcare 
role after 20 years (yes that is correct, 20 years) as a 
Bushcare Officer. 

Bushcare Volunteers Steve Anyon-Smith and Tom 
Kristensen used the exercise only in your LGA rule with a 
focus in citizen science to discover a previously unknown 
koala (tree wombat) population in Heathcote National Park.

Dirty Money
By Cristine Brietenbach

Bushcare is following NSW Public 
Health Orders with regard to coronavirus 
(COVID-19). As the health and wellbeing 
of staff and our community is vitally 
important, Bushcare has taken the position 
that our events may be cancelled as a 
precautionary measure during this time.

Lipotriches australicaLipotriches australica -Bill Howse -Bill Howse
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Regeneration Works Burnum Burnum
Reserve
By Sabrina Thompson

In 2020, Bushcare won a grant from the Environmental Trust to rehabilitate the Swamp Oak 
Floodplain Forest (SOFF), an endangered ecological community (EEC), along the Woronora 
River at Burnum Burnum Reserve. It is important to protect remnant areas like these as they 
are only a fraction of what existed, 
with human encroachment being the 
main reason for their decline.  

The grant has allowed us to engage 
contractors to perform regeneration 
works in the EEC.  Even with the trials 
of COVID, the first year of work was 
completed successfully. After a few 
months delay, the second year of 
works has started.  The most common 
weeds removed by the contractors 
are Lantana, Balloon Vine, Madeira 
Vine, Buffalo Grass and Couch.

In November, Bushcare hosted a belated national tree day event. 22 volunteers installed 
650 salt marsh plants, all salt tolerant species that live between the high and low tides. 
They planted Sarcocornia quinqueflora, (Samphire or Glasswort), Suaeda australis (Austral 
Seablite), Samolus repens (Creeping Brookwood) and Sporobolus virginicus (Sand Couch).  
This will help to improve the regeneration process of the more degraded areas.  

Other typical floral species found in the 
SOFF are, the Swamp Oak or Casuarina 
glauca, Mangrove, Goodnia, Juncus, 
Baumea, Phragmites and Atriplex.  
Many species of fauna use saltmarsh 
as feeding grounds. Birds, insects, 
mammals, crabs, molluscs and fish use 
saltmarsh at different phases of the tide. 
Fish and crabs feed in saltmarsh during 
king and spring tides and shorebirds 
often feed at low tide. Bats have also 
been known to forage for insects.

The Burnum Burnum Bushcare group 
work on the 1st Sunday of every 
Month from 9am. If you would like 
to help, please visit https://www.
sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Bushcare-
Volunteers or call Bushcare on 9524 
5672.Tree Day Planting - Bill HowseTree Day Planting - Bill Howse

Tree Day Planting - Bill HowseTree Day Planting - Bill Howse
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Hello possums!!!!
By Bradley van Luyt

"Hi Brad, this is Matt. Do you have any paperbark?"
"Tree, wood or bark?"
"Bark…"
"What for?"
Well, this brief text conversation lead to another great example of Council and community 
working together. Our friends at 1st Loftus Scout troop were having a crafting evening 
making what were hoped to be new nests for Ringtail possums. They got the idea from a 
segment on Gardening Australia. ( https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/safe-n-
sound/13618666). The kids, some Cubs and some Scouts, were going to put together DIY 
drays from hanging plant baskets with coir liners and then cover them with bits of paperbark 
for insulation, some waterproofing and camouflage. Once the new drays were made they were 
to be hung in trees in the reserve next to their hall at Ninth Ave Loftus, which is one of our 
Bushcare sites. I’m all for involving kids with the bush and using craft to reacquaint people with 
our environment so it was ticking some boxes for me.  Before I committed, however, I consulted 
with one of my other volunteers who is heavily involved with WIRES. These were exactly the 
same structures that she uses when rehoming recovered Ringtails in the bush. Good news! An 
appropriate design recognised by those with more fauna expertise than myself constructed from 
a renewable resource (so long as we don’t take too much), important boxes ticked so I figured 
we could help out.
"When do you need it?"
"Tomorrow night."

"Crikey, that’s cutting it fine. I think 
I have a couple of paperbarks along 
Forbes Creek. See you there tomorrow 
morning?"
"Yep, after I drop kids to school."
(I’m sure we have some. I think we have 
some. Gawd, I hope we have some! 
You know that feeling when you’re sure 
you’ve seen something but it’s that 
bloody common that you wonder if did 
actually see it or your just imagining it???).  
Morning came and Matt and I went for 
a wander up Forbes Creek at Engadine. 
To my great relief, there were three 
Melaleucas there for us. Big ones too, 
each with their toes just in the water, old, 
gnarled and papery. We could see we 
weren’t the first ones to avail ourselves of 
this resource. The trees are in a well-used 
public area and everyone knows how 
much fun it is when you’re a kid to rip 
stuff off other stuff. It showed.  A cursory 
examination allowed me to determine 
that we should be able to harvest enough 
bark to keep the kids busy (“Let’s have a 
look. Yep, she’ll be right”). Out came my 
knife and we started peeling.

Possum nestPossum nest.. - Matt Austin - Matt Austin
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2021 may go down as the COVID year but to wildflower lovers it has been the best season in 
living memory. Coincidence? Perhaps so. All species I can think of put on a great display: from 
Comesperma to Telopea; Actinotus to Xanthorrhoea. Curra Moors this Spring was sensational 
but for me the highlight occurred much more recently.
On a recent walk we came across the Potato Orchid, Gastrodia sesamoides which I had not 
seen before. This season the Bootlace orchid Erythorchis cassythoides was almost common 
around August. These two orchids are most unusual because they have no leaves and apparently 
no chlorophyll- so no means of producing their own food. 

Back a minute or two in time when I was a lad at high school, 
I was led to believe plants were the basis of the bio pyramid 
and chlorophyll was the magic ingredient. It allowed them 
to manufacture their own food and that this was the building 
block of the land biome. Chlorophyll was an essential 
ingredient of being a plant. But apparently that is an old idea 
that has long been superseded, as knowledge increased 
everything became more complicated.
Organisms that fed on decaying vegetation are referred to 
as saprophytes. It was realised that plants had no means of 
feeding directly on the organic matter but it was the fungi 
attached to their roots in a relationship termed mycorrhizal 
that did the work. The fungus supplies moisture and minerals 
to the plant and the plant through photosynthesis supplies 
sugars to the fungus. But these leafless orchids are mycorrhizal 
cheaters, all take and no give. They are referred to as myco-
heterotrophs.
Many other local orchids are also myco-heterotrophs such as 
Dipodium sp. – Hyacinth orchids which are coming into flower 
now and Cryptostylis hunteriana which I hope may reveal 
itself again in January. These are only the ones I have come 
across. There are many more.

Leafless Orchids
By Lloyd Hedges

Gastrodia sesamoides - Lloyd HedgesGastrodia sesamoides - Lloyd Hedges

We chatted about the scouts, the purpose of the exercise, the importance of getting kids 
involved in nature and how it is important to show how the bush is habitat for so many 
creatures. We were having a lovely time on a quiet morning barking up the right tree and 
communing with nature when all of a sudden “Aww F!*&###!!!” and my friend and fellow 
bark connoisseur Matt was dancing about and slapping himself. Some thigh-slapping 
ritual hangover from Oktoberfest or a Slovakian folk dance (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ahQaTcVkZz0 ) ??? No, Matt had learned that the paperbark tree and the crevices 
between the bark is ideal habitat for Huntsman spiders, especially really big hairy angry 
looking ones.  Ringtails aren’t the only creatures that benefit from the bark’s water proof and 
insulative qualities.
With composure recovered we continued our harvesting and probably got about a chook-
feed bag full. That would be enough to keep the kids busy, and - maybe - give them and 
unexpected encounter with local fauna too.
1st Loftus are a great group and have worked with us on a number Bushcare sites around 
Engadine, Loftus and Yarrawarah over the last few years Some of the kids love it some don’t 
but they all get something out of it and maybe some of them might even become Bushcare 
volunteers one day. Even if they don’t I hope it gives them a new respect for our local natural 
areas and teaches them that is not just “the bush” or “worthless scrub”.
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Work Experience at the Nursery
By Cristine Breitenbach

By Clayton Mead
Seagrass meadows support marine food 
webs, improve water quality, capture 
carbon and reduce shoreline erosion. 
In urbanised coasts like Sydney, these 
underwater meadows are declining 
rapidly due to their sensitivity to sediment 
movement, reduced light and physical 
disturbances. Operation Posidonia, a 
restoration project led by researchers 
from UNSW Sydney and the Sydney 
Institute of Marine Science (SIMS) is 
beginning to heal these habitats, bringing 
the endangered seagrass Posidonia 
australis back to places where it’s been lost. The project invites community members to assist 
with restoration by collecting viable fragments of the seagrass that end up on shore after 
stormy conditions. Operation Posidonia will be working with the Gamay Rangers and the Port 
Authority of NSW to bring this conservation initiative to Botany Bay. Kurnell will be a focus 
location and Shire locals will have the opportunity to directly engage with the project. Stay 
tuned via our website and social media. We’ll be announcing the launch of the project soon! 
http://www.operationposidonia.com

Another aspect of our life in the nursery is hosting work experience students each year 
from various high schools in the area. In 2021, even with an extended period of lockdown/
closure, we were able to accommodate seven students.

The students are generally in Year 10 and the work experience week is part of their 
curriculum. Students came to us from Jannali High, Lucas Heights Community School, 
Engadine High, Shire Christian School and De la Salle. 

The week they spend in the Nursery/Bushcare unit can be quite varied and helps to give 
them an idea of jobs and tasks that they may like to do in the future and just as importantly 
give them an idea of what they definitely don’t want to do. It’s amazing how many are 
averse to creepy crawlies.

We usually like to break their schedule up by sending them out with the Bushcare officers 
for three of their mornings, to meet the volunteers and give a hand with weeding on site. In 
the nursery they get to experience seed collection and cleaning, propagation by cuttings, 
tubing up, potting up and weeding. 

The level of interest in horticulture and bush regeneration can vary greatly with each 
student but they all walk away with a ‘report card’ and hopefully a little more knowledge 
about the area in which they live and the role Bushcare and the Nursery play in our 
community.

Seagrass restoration project Operation 
Posidonia is coming to Gamay Botany Bay 
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By Bill Howse

Congratulations to our volunteers who 
achieved 30, 25 and 20 years of service with 
Bushcare this year. Once again we found 
ourselves not being able to host our usual 
thank you Bushcare BBQ, so we had a small 
lunch at Joseph Banks Native Gardens to 
mark the achievments of some of our long 
serving volunteers. This year we had a 30 year 
award going to Michael Harrington. Mayor 
Steve Simspon joined us for the afternoon 
and extended thanks on behalf of Sutherland 
Shire Council, not just for our long serving 
volunteers, but all Bushcare volunteers and the 
work they do caring for our bushland.
The Bushcare team would also like to extend 
our thanks to every one of our volunteers 
for your amazing contributions to the 
environement. As said earlier in the Bulletin, in 
the 12 months to July 1 2021 we had 133 new 
volunteers register and a whopping 9649 
hours of Bushcare undertaken (that's a lot of 
weeds removed!).

Long Service Christmas Party 

Michael recieving his award - Bill HowseMichael recieving his award - Bill Howse

Long serving volunteers- Bill HowseLong serving volunteers- Bill Howse
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There are many ways to propagate our native plants. Seed and cuttings are mostly used at 
the nursery, both having their advantages and disadvantages. For most plants grown here, 
propagation by seed is used far more than cuttings, roughly 95% seed, and 5% cuttings. Seed 
is always the preferred method as it provides genetic diversity, whereas cuttings will not as 
they are a clone/replica of the plant the cutting material was collected from. When growing 
from cuttings there’s also a chance of inheriting any pest or disease from the parent plant. 
The nursery is lucky enough to have stock pots and gardens with plants (all sourced from 
Bushcare sites and reserves) that are used for cutting material. The health of these plants is 
monitored and maintained to minimise such risk. Having these stock plants is ideal, as time is 
also a factor to consider when propagating by cuttings, as fresh is always best. It minimises 
time in-between collecting material, travel and doing the cuttings.  They are less likely to wilt, 
become damaged from sun, heat, and being handled. Ideally, when collecting out in the 
field, material for cuttings is collected early in the morning, when plants are in the best state 
of vigour (not wilting), only collected from healthy-looking plants that are pest- and- disease-
free. Material is put in a plastic bag or bucket, kept moist and out of sunlight and heat. They 
are then brought back to the nursery straight away to be prepared.

Cuttings are taken from species where seed 
is either hard to collect, germinate or don’t 
produce viable seed. Cuttings are also used 
for plants that are faster or more reliable than 
they are from seed, or with excellent strike 
rates. Some of the plant species grown from 
cuttings are Prostanthera seiberi, Westringia 
fruticosa, Correa alba, Beackea imbricata, and 
Brachycome multifida.
Propagation from seed is the simplest way 
to produce most of our native plants. In 
general seed is more economical when large 
quantities are required, less labour intensive 
and have greater genetic diversity. Most seed 
can be stored long term and remain viable for 
many years (Eucalyptus sp, Meleuca sp, and 
Callistemon sp). However, seed that come from 
fleshy fruits (Billararia scandens, Dianella sp, 
Breynia oblongifolia and Eupomatia laurina) all 
need to be sown fresh. With this said, we grow 
these species in large numbers with enough to 
last until next season.

The stock pots and gardens have come in very handy, not only for cutting material, but for 
seed collection as well. Out in the bush, seed collection is limited to 10% of seed from any 
one plant (so seed is not depleted and therefore does not stop natural regeneration). This 
makes it hard at times when collecting seed in the bush, as you don’t end up with enough 
seed worth sowing. With the stock pots and gardens this is not a problem. All the seed can 
be collected, and large quantities can be sewn. This has been particularly handy for popular 
Grevillea species and many of the Pea flowering plants like Bossia heterophylla, Dillwiynia 
retorta, Pultenea daphnoidies.
Using a combination of both methods has led to excellent success in propagating. Over 
the past few years, many species have been introduced to the nursery by way of cuttings. 
Numbers start off small with only a few cuttings available in the bush. With successful strikes, 

Seed or Cutting?
By Emma Brame

Processing seed - Emma BrameProcessing seed - Emma Brame
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Bushcare’s Shire partners are active all year round and continue to host events.  All welcome 
volunteers to help run the programs that help protect the Shire’s natural areas.  Contact the groups 
direct if you wish to find out more information or participate
AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY
(SUTHERLAND GROUP)
Sutherland APS group, 
meet the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month, 7.45pm at 
the Gymea Community 
Centre, 39 Gymea Bay Rd, Gymea. 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/APS.
Sutherland
Website:  http://austplants.com.au/Sutherland
Contact Ralph Cartwright on 9548 1074

ROYAL NATIONAL PARK
(FRIENDS OF THE ROYAL) 
If you are interested in our 
program please contact Royal 
Area office on 9542 0632 or 
email:  royal.nationalpark@
environment.nsw.gov.au.  For 

more about Friends of Royal check their web 
page: www.friendsofroyal.org.au/

MENAI WILDFLOWER GROUP
Meetings and propagation workshops 
are held at the Illawong Fire Station
For activities check out our Website 
and Facebook page.
Website: www.menaiwildflower.
austplants.com.au

BOTANY BAY BUSY BEES
The group meet and work on 
the mornings of the 2nd & 
4th Thursdays of the month, 
excluding December & 
January, 9.00am to noon at 
various locations within the 
park.  Habitats range from 
coastal heath to tall woodland. Morning tea is 
provided and tools supplied. Call Kamay Botany 
Bay National Park to enquire: 9668 2010.  The 
group meet at the visitors centre in the Park.

The Fray

they are planted into the nursery stock pots and gardens, and then grown for either seeds or 
more cuttings. Here are a few examples of this. Kevin and Cris were able to collect cutting 
material of Commersonia hermanniifolia (previously known as Ruligia). 60 cuttings were 
successfully produced, and numbers were built up by planting some of these at the nursery. 
These were then used for propagation material.

Micromytus ciliate has been grown for 
several years by cuttings. The nursery staff 
have been experimenting with seed collected 
from stock pots for the past 2 years. The first 
years did not have any success; however, 
they have had excellent germination rates 
this past year and now have plenty in stock. 
More recently some success has been had 
with one of my personal favourites by seed, 
Baeckea linifolia. Les Robinson’s Field Guide 
to Native Plants of Sydney, says it’s best, “The 
prettiest of them all”. If you’re not familiar, 
it is a slender shrub to 1.5m with slender 
arching branches, soft linear leaves and is 
spectacular when flowering (jan-feb). The 
seed is hard to collect as it is so tiny. It is 
best sown fresh, and germination is slower 
than most, 8-10 weeks. Only a small number 
of seed was collected but produced 50 
seedlings. Hopefully next season will produce 
more seed but, in the meantime, we will 
continue to use cuttings for this species.Successful cutting- Emma BrameSuccessful cutting- Emma Brame
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BUSHCARE 
WORKDAYS
Workdays can be cancelled 
at short notice. (B) etc after 
the time denotes the first 
initial of the Bushcare Officer 
responsible for the group. 

1ST SATURDAY
Lucas Heights Conservation Area, 8.00am (J)
Gunnamatta Park 8.30am (Bill) 
Wanda Beach, Cronulla 8.30am (S)
Whitton Street, Heathcote 8:30am (B)
Burnum Burnum Sanct., Jannali 9.00am (S)
Alcheringa Reserve, Miranda 12.30pm (S)
Columbine Close, Loftus 1:00pm (B)
Tea Tree Place, Kirrawee 1.00pm (Bill)

2ND SATURDAY
Fremantle Place, Yarrawarrah 8.00am (B)
Forbes Creek, Woronora 8:30am (Bill)
Freya St, Kareela 8:30am (S)
Kareena Park, Caringbah 9.00 (D)
Struen Marie Reserve, Kareela 10:30am (S)
Ingrid Rd/Anitra  Reserve, Kareela 1.00pm (S)
Drysdale Place Res., Kareela 1:00pm(Bill)
Yarra Vista Court, Yarrawarrah 1.00pm (B)

3RD SATURDAY
Burraneer Park, Caringbah 8.30 am (J)
Corinth Road, Heathcote 8.30am (B)
Hall Drive Reserve, Menai 8.30am (S)
Beauford Park, Caringbah 1.00pm (J)
Bangaroo, Bangor, 1.00pm (B)
Sesquicentenary Pk, Heathcote 12.30pm (S)

4TH SATURDAY
Bottle Creek, Heathcote 8.30am (B)
Akuna Avenue Oval, Bangor 8.30am (S)
Maandowie Reserve, Loftus 8:30am (Bill)
The Esplanade, Cronulla Point 8.30am (J)
Gooyong Reserve, Bangor 12.30pm (S)
Ninth Avenue North, Loftus 1.00pm (B)
Crescent Creek, Woronora 1.00pm (Bill)
Various reserves, Maianbar 1.30pm (J)

1ST SUNDAY
Carina Bay, Como 8:00am (J), 
Bass & Flinders Point, Cronulla 8.30am (Bill)
Myra Creek, Loftus 8.30am (B)
Joseph Banks Native Plant Reserve 9.30am (J)
John McKinn Park, Cronulla 1.00pm (Bill)
Oyster Creek Gully, Jannalli 1:00pm (J)
Upper Forbes Creek, Engadine 1:00pm (B)

2ND SUNDAY
Caravan Head Res., Oyster Bay 8:30am (B)
Fernleigh Road Res, Caringbah 9:00am (Bill)
Forbes Creek South, Engadine 1:00pm (B)
Kareela Reserve, Kareela 1.00pm (Bill)

3RD SUNDAY
Prince Edward Park, Woronora 8:30am (Bill)
Hakea Street, Yarrawarrah, 8.30am (B)
Honeysuckle Reserve, Jannali 8:30am (J)
Paruna Reserve, Como West 9.00am (S)
Grays Point Reserve 12.30pm (J)
Nelson Street, Engadine 1:00pm (B)

4TH SUNDAY
Darook Park, Cronulla 8.30am (Bill)
The Glen Reserve, Bonnet Bay 8:30am (S)
Savilles Creek, Kirrawee 8.30am (J)
Lantana Rd Res (Banksia), Engadine 1.00pm (S)
Marina Crescent, Gymea Bay 1.00pm (J)
Rutherford Reserve, Burraneer, 1.00pm 

(Bill)

1ST MONDAY
Taren Point Shorebird, Taren Point 9.00am (S)
Brigalow Place, Engadine 1:00p m (S)

2ND MONDAY
Delta St, Sutherland 9.00am (Bill)
Koolangara Res, Bonnet Bay 9:00am (S)

3RD MONDAY
Port Hacking Rd Res., Sylvania 9.00am (S)
Australia Rd, Barden Ridge 9.00am (Bill)

4TH MONDAY
Loftus St, Bundeena 9.00am (Bill)
Young Street Reserve, Sylvania 9.00am (S)

1ST TUESDAY
Dunoon Place Reserve, Bangor 9.00.am (Bill)
Menai Conservation Park, Menai 9.00am (S)
Surrey Place, Kirrawee 1.00pm (Bill)

2ND TUESDAY
Lilli Pilli Point Reserve 9.00am (Bill)

3RD TUESDAY
Forest Grove Drive, Menai 9.00am (S)
Kareena Park, Caringbah 9:00am (Bill)
Corea Steet Reserve, Sylvania 1.00pm (S)
Darook Park Sth, Cronulla 1.00pm (Bill)

4TH TUESDAY
Lilli Pilli Point Reserve 9.00am (S)
Hungry Point Res, Cronulla 12.30pm (S)

1ST WEDNESDAY
Windy Point, Cronulla 8.30am (S)
Bundeena Reserve, Bundeena 9.00am (J)
Prices Reserve South, Woronora 9.00am (Bill)
Simpson Rd, Bundeena 11.30am (J)

2ND WEDNESDAY
Cabbage Tree Point, Bundeena 9.00am (B)
Constables Point, Maianbar 9.00am (J)
Green Point Rd Res, Oyster Bay 9.00am (S)
Alcheringa Reserve 9.00am (Bill)
Gooyong Reserve, Bangor 1.00pm (Bill)

3RD WEDNESDAY
Croston Rd, Engadine 9.00am (B)
Albert Delardes Reserve, Illawong 9.00am (S)
ANSTO, Blue Trail, Lucas Heights 12.00pm 

(J) 
Dunwell Avenue, Loftus 1.00pm (B)

4TH WEDNESDAY
Forest & Corella Roads, Kirrawee 9.00am (B)
Newcombe Street, Maianbar 9.00am (J)
Wattlebird Reserve, Caringbah 9:00am (Bill)

1ST THURSDAY
Kareela Golf Course 7.00am (J)
Joseph Banks Native Plant Reserve 9.00am (J)
Louden Avenue, Illawong 9.00am (B)

2ND THURSDAY
Kareela Golf Course 7.00am (J)
Parc Menai 8.30am (B)

3RD THURSDAY
Kareela Golf Course 7.00am (J)
Eighth Avenue, Loftus 8:30am (B)
Savilles Creek Reserve, Kirrawee 9.00am (J)

4TH THURSDAY
Kareela Golf Course 7.00am (J)

1ST FRIDAY
Coonong Creek Reserve, Gymea 8:30am (J)
Ewey Creek, Miranda 8.30am (B)

2ND FRIDAY
Ninth Avenue Reserve, Loftus 9.00am (B)

3RD FRIDAY
Farrer Place, Oyster Bay 8.30am (B)
Kyogle Place, Grays Point 8.30am (J)
Gunnamatta Foreshore, Cronulla 1.00pm 

(J)

4TH FRIDAY
Kiora Road South, Yowie Bay 8:30am (B)
Shiprock Reserve, Lilli Pilli 9.00am (J)
Community Nursery, Gymea 9:00am

Don’t forget our Facebook 
page. It is a hub to share 
information, photographs 
and video amongst users. 
Log onto Facebook, search 
‘Sutherland Shire Bushcare’ 
and ‘like’ the page.

Bushcare is currently following 
the lead of Federal Government 
and NSW Health with regard 
to coronavirus (COVID-19). As 
the health and wellbeing of staff 
and our community is vitally 
important, Bushcare has taken 
the position that our events may 
be cancelled as a precautionary 
measure during this time.

To join Bushcare 
please go to
https://www.sutherlandshire.
nsw.gov.au/Bushcare-Volunteers

Kunzea capitataKunzea capitata- Emma Brame- Emma Brame
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BUSH WHACKERS
Acer Nugundo Blitz
Wednesday 30 March
9:00am - 12:00pm
Orion Street, Engadine
Bushcare. What is it all about?
If you’re curious, come along to 
Bush Whackers at Orion Street, 
Engadine. Meet the whole 
Bushcare team. This special 
Bushcare event is the perfect 
excuse to get out and meet new 
people, learn about the Shire’s 
beautiful bushland and get 
some exercise. All equipment, 
gloves and morning tea will be 
provided.

Bushland 
Activity
Bookings are essential and 
made on Council’s website.  
NOTE: For events in National 
Parks entry fee applies.

NATIVE BEE HABITAT 
WORKSHOPS
Sunday 20 February
Noon – 3pm
Join Bushcare Officer, Bill 
Howse for a short Native 
Bee Habitat Building 
workshop. This  workshop 
will teach participants how 
to create a pollinator friendly 
environment, and you’ll have 
the chance to build and take 
home your own native bee 
habitat creation.

Special Events
MAIANBAR BIRD WALK
Wednesday 12 January
8:30 am
Thursday 20 January 8:30 am
Join Bushcare for a nature 
walk at Maianbar. On arrival 
at Maianbar, Local Shore Bird 
expert, Julie, will meet you and 
provide an educational talk 
about the migratory Shore Birds 
that use the area. 

SPOTLIGHTING
Wednesday 23 March
Time to be comfirmed
What goes bump in the night?
Come along and help spot the 
wildlife that go to work when we 
go to bed. Be sure to book early 
as this event fills quickly. BYO 
torches please and all children 
under the age of 16 are to be 
accompanied by an adult.

TO BOOK GO TO:
www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au  
AND SEARCH FOR 
BUSHCARE EVENTS

SCAMPER THROUGH THE 
JUNGLE
Friday 14 April
9:30am - 11:30am
Our “Scamper through the 
Jungle” Bushcare event has 
become our most successful 
school holidays activity for 
kids. And it’s free! Form a 
small team or pair and collect 
clues as you race through 
the amazing gardens of the 
Joseph Banks Native Plants 
Reserve. Recommended for 
primary school ages, parents 
are welcome to accompany 
their children on this activity. 
Registration is required, the race 
will have a staggered start over 
3 time periods. 

HOOKED ON NATURE
Saturday 26 February
1:30-3:00 pm
Join Bushcare and Tom 
Covell from Hooked on 
nature as we explore the 
saltmarsh community and 
the surrounding ecosystems 
at Constables Point. You will 
learn about the importance 
of these communities and the 
animals and plants that call this 
home.

Actinotus hellianthiActinotus hellianthi- Emma Brame- Emma Brame

Caleana major Caleana major - Margaret Bradhurst- Margaret Bradhurst
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PHONE
02 9524 5672 
And follow the prompts

EMAIL
bushcare@ssc.nsw.gov.au

WEB
www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au

BILL
0414 193 709  (Sat-Wed) 
whowse@ssc.nsw.gov.au
SABRINA
0414 193 873  (Sat-Wed) 
smthompson@ssc.nsw.gov.au

KEVIN
0414 194 824
kseymour@ssc.nsw.gov.au
BRADLEY
0414 193 710  (Wed-Sun) 
bvanluyt@ssc.nsw.gov.au
JASON
0414 193 874 (Wed-Sun)
jsalmon@ssc.nsw.gov.au

Bushcare Contact Details

https://www.facebook.com/sscbushcare
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AUSTRALIA

If undelivered please return to:
Sutherland Shire Council Bushcare
Locked Bag 17, Sutherland NSW 1499

Red-eared slider turtles (REST) are a very invasive species and have been found in multiple 
locations across Sydney.  SSC recorded its first REST approximately two years ago in Oyster 
Creek. Recently, acting from information from the public, a second REST was located, this 
time at Camellia Gardens.  The Invasive Species 
team sprung into action and on the second 
attempt, the REST was successfully caught.  RESTs 
are very aggressive and look like a smaller version 
of the Snapping turtles from the USA.  If you know 
someone with a REST, or are the owner of one, 
please do not let the turtle go in the wild but ring 
SSC or DPI as they present an extreme risk to our 
environment.  If you see a REST somewhere in the 
Shire, then ring the Invasive Species Team on 9710 
0333.

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS TURTLE?
By Chad Davison

Red-eared slider turtle - DPIRed-eared slider turtle - DPI


