MEDIA RELEASE

350 ARTISTS CELEBRATE 20 YEARS OF
HAZELHURST ARTS CENTRE IN NEW EXHIBITION
Hazelhurst Arts Centre will open a new exhibition, which will celebrate 20 years of the
gallery and will feature more than 350 southern Sydney artists, many of whom are some of
Australia’s best known.
Sutherland Shire Mayor, Councillor Steve Simpson acknowledged the success of the gallery
in continuing to deliver innovative and charming exhibitions annually.
“This a huge milestone and I know our community will agree Hazelhurst is an extraordinary
place that is much valued by all who visit,” Mayor Simpson said.
“It’s fitting we celebrate this special occasion with such an exceptional exhibition that has
drawn interest from a host of talented local and regional artists.
“Year on year Hazelhurst welcomes an array of world-class exhibitions, and it’s great to see
the gallery continue to grow and attract visitors near and far.”
Council anticipates the exhibition, 20 Years of Hazelhurst, will not only bring together a
cohort of influential visual artists, but will mark the first time the gallery has hosted an
exhibition of this magnitude.
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“The quantity and calibre of artists involved is a clear indication of the stature of Hazelhurst,
which is attributed to the contributions of many staff and volunteers over the years,” Mayor
Simpson said.
“Given the current challenges faced by our community, this occasion will have particular
significance to those who have visited the gallery over a number of years and presents the
opportunity to come together to celebrate the works of many gifted artists and provide our
community with a reason to celebrate.”
The arts centre was originally the home of Ben and Hazel Broadhurst who left their house
and land to Sutherland Shire Council with the stipulation that it must only be used for the
community A dedicated group of artists, including Garry Shead, George Gittoes and Bob
Marchant – all of whom are in this exhibition - along with art teacher and former Councillor
Byron Hurst, lobbied the Council to establish a regional gallery to support the region’s
dynamic arts community, which since then has seen more than 3.5 million people enjoy the
gallery.
“This exhibition will bring together some of our most important visual artists and will be the
first time the gallery has hosted an exhibition of such a significant magnitude with the works
of so many artists featured,” Sutherland Shire Council Manager Arts & Culture, Belinda
Hanrahan said.
While Hazelhurst’s curator, Carrie Kibbler originally planned to mark Hazelhurst’s 20th
anniversary by displaying works by 20 artists significant to the history of the gallery, that
number quickly grew to 350 in recognition of the incredible number of local artists who have
been part of the gallery’s success. Artists were invited to submit three works for
consideration, of which one has been selected for the exhibition. All artists who have been
invited to take part grew up, have lived in or currently live in southern Sydney.
With its international standard Regional Gallery, its Broadhurst Gallery, teaching studios,
expansive gardens, a changing program of exhibitions, education and public programs and
studio classes, Hazelhurst has supported southern Sydney’s artists for 20 years.
Artists include: Alexander McKenzie, Ildiko Kovacs, Peter Sharp, George Gittoes, Nicole
Kelly, Bob Marchant, Leahlani Johnson, Garry Shead, Michelle Cawthorn, Teo Treloar,
Jiawei Shen, Stephanie Monteith, Matt Bromhead, Lee Bethel, Chris Dolman, Kerry
Toomey, Paul Williams, Lynda Draper, John Veage, Katthy Cavaliere, Graham Blondell,
Daniel Mudie Cunningham, Belinda Allen, Geoff Harvey, Leanne Thompson and Marc
Etherington.

DETAILS:
20 Years of Hazelhurst
21 November 2020 – Sunday 31 January 2021
10am – 4pm daily
Hazelhurst Arts Centre
Kingsway, Gymea
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For further information please contact: Susanne Briggs sbriggs@ssc.nsw.gov.au or
0412 268 320
Upper row from left: Bob Marchant, Kiss on Bonnivale Beach, 2020, oil on canvas; Kerry Toomey, Sweet
Magnolia Hat, 2020, mixed media; Amy Hill, Women’s Business, 2020, digital drawing; Nicole Kelly, Ochre house
(BBQ), 2020, oil on canvas.
Lower row from left: Michelle Cawthorn, Double Crescent Blood Moon, 2020, oil and archival pen on polyester;
John Veage, Fred Matson, 1988/2020, photograph; Ildiko Kovacs, No. 50, 2018, acrylic on paper mounted on
board; Claudia Citton, Read between the lines, 2010, ceramic and wood

